Due to the great success of the "New Directions in Cariology Research" first issue, we decided to repeat the experience and here you have the "New Directions of Cariology Research 2011." This issue coincides with the disturbing record of another death in the United States, a 24-year-old male from Cincinnati, OH, consequence of untreated carious lesions. It is still a puzzle to many how a largely preventable disease remains highly prevalent, affecting 80% of the people alive in the globe.
This special issue is a sample of the current research efforts addressing issues related to the pathogenesis of caries. I would like to thank the authors for their excellent contributions, in addition to the many colleagues who assisted in the peer-review process. Alexandre R. Vieira
